
Heritage Club

THE Y
The Greater Joliet Area YMCA is a
non-profit, 501 (c)(3) charitable 
organization that has been serving Will 
County and its surrounding areas for more 
than 85 years. The Y strengthens our 
communities through a focus on youth 
development, healthy living and social 
responsibility. Thanks to our generous 
donors, no one is turned away from the Y 
due to the inability to pay.

GREATER JOLIET AREA YMCA
www.jolietymca.org
(815) SAY-YMCA

OUR MISSION
To put Christian principles into practice 
through programs that build a healthy 
spirit, mind and body for all.

Mrs. Rita Berglund and Clarence and Brenda Schmitz at 
the 2013 YMCA Heritage Club dinner. 

The Berglund and Schmitz families have 
been loyal supporters of the Greater Joliet 
Area YMCA for many years. Rita and 
Brenda both created YMCA endowments 
as lasting tributes to their late husbands. 
Funds donated to these endowments are 
invested, allowing the Y to use the interest 
earnings to support programs that will 
benefit Y families for generations to come.

TODAY’S GIFT
TOMORROW’S
REWARD

BUILDING FOR THE FUTURE

GREATER JOLIET AREA YMCA

Mynne “Sis” Schmidt is a sweet woman with a big heart and 
an even bigger passion for swimming. “I’ve been a swimmer 
for most of my life,” Sis said. “I learned to swim at age five 
in the DuPage River. It put me onto a lifetime of swimming.” 
To this day, she actively swims up to a half-mile in the lap 
pool!

Recently, Sis decided to make a $10,000 gift to establish a 
named endowment fund. Why? She recalled a heartbreaking 
news story about an entire family who drowned in a motel 
pool because none of them could swim. “That really affected 
me,” she said. “I had to do something to help people learn 
how to swim.”

Because of Sis’s generosity, underprivileged kids are 
provided with swim lessons through the Y’s Project S.O.A.R. 
Program. Children learn how to swim, to be safe around 
water, and to experience the joy of being in a pool.

At 88-years-old, Sis is sharp as ever, despite battling 
through bladder cancer, and recently, shoulder surgery. 
“I’m having fun,” Sis said. “I’m very blessed to still be doing 
things at this age.” The Y is certainly blessed to have Sis’s 
compassionate support of our charitable mission!

A GIvER 
WHO KEEpS 
ON GIvING



• Testamentary Gifts are gifts made through your 
will, a life insurance policy or other means. Gifts of 
appreciated securities, retirement assets, or real estate 
have tax advantages.

• A variety of Charitable Trusts exist allowing you to 
make a final gift to the Y and may also provide a stream 
of revenue during your lifetime.

• Outright Gifts of cash, stock or other securities 
during your lifetime can also be made to the YMCA 
Endowment Fund. 

• Tribute Gifts to the YMCA Endowment Fund are 
made in honor of, or in memory of, a friend or loved one. 
Donors may create a named endowment fund which can 
be a meaningful and long-lasting way to honor them 
and their life.

The Greater Joliet Area YMCA began 
planting seeds to support a wide variety of 
needs when its first endowment fund was 
established in 1929 by Robert Pilcher. 

MANY WAYS TO GIvE
The Heritage Club is an association 
of friends of the Greater Joliet Area 
YMCA from across Will and Grundy 
Counties. Like you, these people seek to ensure that 
the future needs of our community are met by including 
the Greater Joliet Area YMCA in their estate plans. This 
planning might include a will, charitable gift annuity, a 
trust arrangement, a real estate gift, a life insurance policy 
or an outright cash gift of a personally meaningful amount 
to the Endowment Fund, typically $2,500 or more.

HOW CAN I BECOME A 
HERITAGE CLUB MEMBER?

An endowment fund is a permanent, 
self-sustaining source of funding. 
Endowment assets are invested to 
produce current income and growth. Each year, all or a 
portion of the fund’s earnings are paid out to support 
the fund’s purpose, and any earnings in excess of this 
distribution. In this way, an endowment fund can grow and 
provide support for its designated purpose in perpetuity. 

WHAT IS AN
ENDOWMENT FUND?

HOW CAN I CREATE A NAMED 
ENDOWMENT FUND?

A Named Fund requires a minimum 
gift of $10,000, which may be 
funded over five (5) years. A Named 
Fund has perpetual recognition in the 
Greater Joliet Area Annual Report and through gifting 
societies. A Named Fund may also be created through 
planned gifts including a bequest or retirement asset. 
In that case, the named fund is not recognized until 
the planned gift, bequest or retirement asset funds are 
received. Additional funds may be added to a Named 
Fund in any amount, at anytime, by anyone. When you 
establish an endowment fund, you create a permanent 
legacy of support for the Greater Joliet Area YMCA.

WHAT ARE SOME WAYS I CAN 
MAKE A pLANNED GIFT?

A planned gift, such as a bequest in your 
will, can be among the easiest major gift 
you could ever make. Planned gifts often 
cost you nothing during your lifetime and can help children, 
families and adults for generations to come. Planned giving 
allows you the option of supporting the Y financially without 
drawing on your current income. There are several options 
to consider including bequests, life insurance, charitable 
trusts and charitable annuities. These types of gifts ensure 
future funding for our Y, but can also provide tax benefits to 
the donor now. Speak to your family attorney or tax advisor 
to find out which giving options are best for you. For more 
information, please contact James Watts at the Greater 
Joliet Area YMCA at 815-782-0828.

HOW WILL MY GIFT 
BE RECOGNIZED?

The YMCA celebrates Heritage Club 
members’ vision and commitment to the 
future through:
 • An Annual Dinner & Heritage Club 
  Recognition Gift
 • Recognition in the Y’s Annual Report & branch donor 
  boards
 • Recognition on the Greater Joliet Area YMCA website 
  and blog


